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BAYSWATER WETLANDS 
Petition 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [9.01 am]: I have a petition that complies with the standing orders of the house 
and has been signed by two people. The petition is against the destruction of sensitive wetlands in Bayswater. 
It reads — 

To the Honourable Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of 
Western Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, say the State Government must do more to protect the fragile ecosystems of our 
sensitive wetlands, in this case the privately owned wetland adjacent to the Eric Singleton Bird 
Sanctuary. This land, known as Skipper’s Row and adjoining lot are known to provide refuge to unique 
and endangered species, such as long neck turtles and the rare moaning fox. These wetlands are greatly 
valued by visitors and the local community as part of a much loved and well-used park and sanctuary 
and must be protected. 

We understand the WA Planning Commission has approved pre-development works to commence on 
Skipper’s Row, despite the City of Bayswater voting against this development. Moreover, under 
existing legislation, such subdivisions are not assessed to ensure they comply with the 
Environmental Protection Act. This is unacceptable. 

Whilst pre-development work is already underway at Skipper’s Row, the community is very concerned 
this will damage the existing wetland contained in the buffer zone which separates the development 
from the Eric Singleton Bird Sanctuary. 

We ask the Legislative Assembly to strengthen environmental conservation laws for the protection of 
WA’s unique wildlife and ecosystems and to ensure that any proposals to destroy native vegetation for 
urban development are appropriately assessed under the Environmental Protection Act. 

[See petition 384.] 

Nonconforming Petition 

Ms L.L. BAKER: I should point out that I also have 3 336 signatures on a nonconforming petition. 

The SPEAKER: The conforming petition has been tabled, but you can keep the nonconforming petition. 
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